
Evergreen Men's Club-Handicap Committee Newsletter-4.22.16

On April 19th, OGA put on a USGA sanctioned Handicap Chair-Certification and 
Licensing program at Stone Creek GC.  This event was attended by your club president, 
Ron Butcher, and myself, Tim Jurgensen.  We considered this our responsibility and 
obligation to you, the membership,  as elected officers of your Men's Club.

For those who were not able to attend the annual meeting, your handicap 
committee for 2016 is Paul Davis, Griffin Huebsh, and myself as Chairman.  Ron is also
qualified to act as Chairman and will participate in committee activity and decisions.

Here are a few interesting facts about about our club that many of us may not have
known;

● Evergreen Men's Club is a USGA Type 1 club, licensed and authorized through 
the Oregon Golf Association. This gives us the ability to use the USGA Handicap 
System.

● We post our scores at the clubhouse computer using GHIN software for 
establishing and tracking membership handicaps.  (You may also post at home via
computer at ghin.com, at most other courses, or even by mobile app. on your cell 
phone)

● Our participation and association with USGA/OGA requires us to follow their 
policy and comply with requirements for having and maintaining a handicap 
system, and also means for each of us, following the Rules of Golf to the best of 
our ability.

Here's my takeaway from the seminar we attended;

-Some of these rules and policy we probably should have been doing 
already...and good share of them we will never encounter or have need of.

     -To serve our club's membership properly, we will need to begin implimenting 
      some of this policy, and informing our menbers of the changes.

     -We are fortunate here at Evergreen, to have a small club where most everyone 
     is friendly and generally respectful to each other and guests.

                -The properly elected Handicap Committee Chairman has the obligation and 
     duty to know the handicap system, communicate with the membership,  
     faithfully apply the system that relys on “peer review”, and take action when 
     needed.

 



 Most of us just want to play and enjoy the game of golf, socialize, make positive 
changes that improve the club, and settle our differences in a simple, and civilized 
manner. - (in contrast, many larger clubs can be splintered with cliques and their 
attitudes, have a poor relationship with management, and often make it difficult for new 
members to become comfortable and accepted.)   

Rather than trying to introduce and implement a ton of new rules and policy
all at once, I feel it would better serve our club to make a gradual and more 
thoughtful transition to adherence, that will eventually allow for membership 
awareness and acceptance.  We don't need a burdensome and complex, hard to 
understand, cascade of new rules and policy that everyone hates.
So...here is the first and a few of changes that will be occurring-

(1)We will no longer be posting regular Thursday, Men's Club scores as a 
tournament score.  USGA and OGA discourage this procedure, and would rather 
see only major events like most of our monthly tournaments, and the Men's Club 
Championship...posted as a (T) tournament score.  This will more accurately 
predict your competitive ability and fairness in a tournament. 

(2)We will immediately begin auditing membership scores with each revision and 
tournament.  Not just to find the sandbaggers hiding among us, but also be able to 
adjust an unfair or inaccurate handicap, and make equitable adjustments for 
longer term injuries and permanent disabilities.

(3) We will periodically post additional information and all decisions on this board 
and possibly, as a regular newsletter in the Men's Club section of Evergreen's web 
page.- http://www.evergreenoregon.com/  

Please post all scores of rounds played, with ESC adjustments. This includes all 
rounds (9 or 18) not played alone or played with-in the Rules of Golf. In the near future, 
we will begin to show you why this is very important and essential in calculating an 
accurate Handicap Index...that establishes the fairness you expect from your fellow 
competitors and playing partners. 
           The Handicap Committee will do it's best to educate, inform, and find answers for
any of your questions regarding the handicap system in place.  Please feel free to direct 
your questions to me, Ron, Griffin, or Paul...at the course, by phone, or e-mail.   

Play well with conviction, respect others and the course, and have fun...

Your Handicap Committee-   
Tim Jurgensen- Chmn, Griffin Huebsch, Paul Davis
Ron Butcher- Club Pres.

       

http://www.evergreenoregon.com/

